EROSION CONTROL

POND CONSTRUCTION AND MAJOR REPAIR

Construction or major repair of
a permanent water pond for
¢ the purpose of preventing,
stopping, or controlling erosion,
such as being part of an
approved NRCS erosion
control structure. The project
must provide habitat diversity
and wildlife benefits.
Creation/restoration of shallow
water areas as primary
production  wetlands, and
associated water level control
¥ and management, should be
| associated with ponds at every
opportunity. A minimum of

one project must be implemented and maintained every 10 years to qualify.

GULLY SHAPING

Reducing erosion rates on severely eroded areas by smoothing with top soil to
acceptable grades and reestablishing vegetation, primarily native vegetation, with
sensitivity to existing wildlife cover and woody vegetation that provides travel corridors.
Area must be interseeded with species that provide food and/or cover for wildlife to be
applicable (see range enhancement guidelines). This practice may include the feeding
of large numbers of cattle on gully sites to contour the eroded areas by way of hoof
action to aid in the recovery of the site. A minimum of one project must be
implemented and maintained every 10 years to qualify.

STREAMSIDE, POND, AND WETLAND REVEGETATION

Revegetating areas along creeks, streams, ponds, and wetlands to reduce erosion and
sedimentation, stabilize streambanks, improve plant diversity, and improve wildlife value
of sensitive areas. This practice can include: the construction of permanent or
temporary fences to exclude, limit, or seasonally graze livestock in order to prevent
erosion; the use of native hay to slow and spread water runoff in areas where
vegetation has been recently reestablished (seeds in the hay aid in revegetation);
establishing vegetative buffer areas or filter strips along water courses or other runoff
areas; establishment of 3:1 upland buffer to lake basin/wetland acreage in diverse
grass/legume/forb mixture to prevent sedimentation; the installation of rip-rap, dredge
spoil, or other barrier material - placement of material along erodible embankments to




prevent erosion and protect wildlife habitat; the establishment of stream crossings to
provide permanent low water crossings in order to reduce or prevent erosion; the use of
“screenings” from rice harvest that contain seeds from native vegetation to revegetate
wetland areas; the use of native seeds and plants to directly establish vegetation; and
the planting of Japanese millet in newly constructed wetland areas. This practice must
be a part of an overall habitat management plan. A minimum of one project must be
completed and maintained every 5 years, affecting a minimum of 5 acres per
project.

Proposed streamside, pond, and wetland restoration project(s) may include the
following techniques:
0 native hay bales
fencing
filter strips
seeding upland buffer
rip-rap, etc.
stream crossings
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PLANT ESTABLISHMENT ON CRITICAL AREAS (erodible)

Primarily for erosion control, the establishment of native woody or herbaceous
vegetation can also provide food and/or cover for wildlife and restore native habitat.
This practice can include: (a) establish and manage wind breaks/shelter-belts by
planting multi-row shelter-belts (at least 4 rows in 120’ width byl/4 mile in length),
renovate old shelter-belts (re-fence, root-prune, and replace dead trees), and establish
shrub mottes, improve plant diversity, and improve wildlife habitat; (b) establish
perennial vegetation on terraces and field borders (30 yard minimum width) to reduce
erosion, improve plant diversity, and improve wildlife habitat; (c) conservation tillage/no-
till farming practices by leaving waste grain and stubble on the soil surface until the next
planting season to provide supplemental food or cover for wildlife, control erosion, and
improve the soil tilth; (d) manage Conservation Reserve Program cover by maintaining
perennial cover established under the Conservation Reservation Program (expired
contracts) on erodible sites using proper management techniques such as haying,
prescribed grazing or prescribed burning. A minimum of 150 seedlings per acre
must be planted annually on 10 acres or a minimum of 10%, whichever is smaller,
of the total designated area treated annually.

DIKE/LEVEE CONSTRUCTION/MANAGEMENT

To establish/maintain wetlands or slow runoff to control or prevent erosion, and to
provide habitat for wetland dependent wildlife. Levee management may include
reshaping or repairing damage caused by erosion, and re-vegetating levee areas to
reduce erosion and sedimentation, and stabilize levees. This practice may include
fencing to control and manage grazing use, or installation of water control structures.
This practice must be a part of an overall habitat management plan. A minimum of
one project must be completed and maintained every 10 years.



ESTABLISH WATER
DIVERSION

Install water diversion systems
that will protect erodible soils
and divert water into wetlands
to provide habitat for resident
and migratory water birds and
wetland dependent species.
Seed diversion areas to species
tolerant of seasonally standing
water. A minimum of one
project must be completed
and maintained every 10
years.

A flashboard riser box attaches to a pipe installed in a levee to create
a shallow water wetland for wildlife.
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